April 14, 1949

Dear Jim,
I £ind myself between paintings and regretting that 1 have not written

you for & long time, 80 I write you now 1O tell you what has bcen hap-

pening here and to find out what you have’ been dolnge.

The past few months have been £illed, for me, with calamities &nd re-
surrections. You will remember that when you wWere last here 1 W&S abou¥®
to build a studio in the garage. I gtarted to do so soon aiter yd Lef t

and I cut numerous windows and procured two magnificent large glass pan-
eled doors and installed them, and 1in general 1 al most completed the wWork

I had to do. I already had visions a chain of glorious and spiritual
paintings and films pessing through these megnificent doors when I received
a letter from the lawyer of the owners of the property next door. 1t seans
that the garage falls partly on their property and that my landlady had
free use of the property ander gquestion so long as the garage stooad and

was nded as & garsge. ANy repairs or remodelling would be considered as

a violation of this easment. As it turns out we have violated the eas

and the owners of the property(the Babtisd Divinity School) e\

is an opportunity tO rid themselves of the garage(my studio)
ressons. There is little L can do by way of appeal Dbecause the Baptist

divinity school is run by 2 voard of trustecs and 1% 18 not s&s if there

was onc man whose resistance L would heve to break down. L1 WaS told ik

had better stop working on my studio until they hed a bosard meeting -to
decide what they are going to 4o. That was about six weeks ago and L mve-
n't heard from them, .though I think I will contesget them today. The garsg e
is scarcely worth moving 1nto andisputed territory and 1 certainly haveno
jesire to live here, now denied my studlo. I don't know where I can move,
and I am guite put out by the whole business. Possib¥y it will oe al-

right, though 1 doubt 1itT. :
Also, I had been worrylng Over the fact that I had no money &and no likeli-

hood of ever getting any. In confidence & friend of mine described to
snother friend of mine that 1 was being "ground by poverty" Naturally,
lJinving in Berkeley, the remark was repested to me almosdt immediastely. 1
reflected on the trupp&gf the statcment and £ recognized that my pover by
w#hich had previoaslyfﬁéssive and whining hed now become aggresive and
only too willing to insidioudly interfere with everything - hope to do.
yirtually, 1 have gone as far &as I c=n snd can go no further witha t de-

feating this poverty. L1 do not know if you know what I mean by this, 1%
is certainly something new to me, out L believe that faith and hove had

placed my poverty 1in a subserviant postion but that the time has come To
cope with it. Tb this end T wrote Hilla Rebay({one of my hopes) and de-
manded(nicely, of course) that she tell me one way or another whether she
intedded to send me money. Her reply, with IXX¥ ill-concealed rage, in-
formed me that she no longer sives money and that 1 should get up at 5 a.m.
qnd.paint until 8 a.m. and then go 1o work at a respectable job. She then
informed me that she gets up & 1 g.m.(3 a,m., if late) and does up.ards TO
16 houes of work, and there was the intimation that if she does 1t 1 cer-
tainly cen. For good measurc she thredash in some derisive remsrks aopout
Fischinger and how poor his film has become. The ENXRAXX embarrassment
that 4 ielt having to ask for money now Was justified, though + did write
her again to tell her, in effect, that 1 did not need her old money, odutv
that L hoped that I might continue fo exhibit k=1 the Guggenheim. L really
enjoy exhibiting there, for one thing it is the only place in the world :
where 1 can exhibit and secondly & firmly, more than ever, velieve in the
superiour value of non-objectivitye She did, howeeer sar,lrj me a =nho]:e &
Eack of booRs--Kandinsky's ON THE SIPIRITUAL IN ART m PAINT T INR AN
gLANE, two Kandinsky memorials, & pam~hlet on Lohko iy-nazy ‘thé*cg;‘:‘i{g' )
Gugegenheim catologue, & mess Of CO lor renroductions of her own | ‘ ¥ = :
Hggstgﬁtpgi“c comments. 1 rcr"?_' t?e fandinsky and was dis°ap“giite§n%o
R ' 11 shortv Ol =R ton e g ca&pPPLOLILe
writings fall intelligence though he occasionally
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